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instance of such a complicated balance of forces so
dexterously manipulated.

The Irish branch of the Papal attack, the landing
of the legate Sanders, the insurrection of Desmond
(1579-1583), the massacre of the Pope's Italian sol-
diers at Smerwick (1580), must be passed over here.
It is enough to say that, in Ireland, too, the Catholics
were beaten. We turn now to their attempt to get
hold of Scotland (1579-1582).

Scotland was in a state of anarchy, from which it
could only be rescued by an able and courageous king.
The nobles, instead of becoming weaker, as elsewhere,
had acquired a strength and independence greater
even than their fathers had enjoyed. Thirty years
earlier, the Church had possessed quite half the land
of the country, and had steadily supported the crown.
Almost the whole of this wealth had been seized in
one form or another by the nobles. And though, as
compared with English noblemen, they were still poor
in money, they were much bigger men relatively to
their sovereign. The power of the crown was exten-
sive enough in theory. What was wanted was a king
who should know how to convert it into a reality.
That was more than any regent could do. Even
Moray had not succeeded. The house of Douglas
was one of the most powerful in Scotland, and Mor-
ton, who had been looked on as its head during the
minority of the Earl of Angus, was an able and
daring man. But he had not the large views, the
public spirit, or the integrity of Moray. He was
feared by all, hated by many, respected by none.
As a mere party chief, no one would have been better